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CONPIDENTIAL MANAGUA 2682 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PINT, SHUM, NU 

SUBJECT: CATHOLIC CHURCH VIEWPOINTS 

SUMMARY: IN SEPARATE MEETINGS WITH ARCHBISHOP AND PAPAL NUNCIO, AMB 
AND POLOFP FIND THE CHURCH'S VIEW ON THE CURRENT NICARAGUAN SCENE 
TO LARGELY COINCIDE WITH EMB APPRAISAL: I.E., THERE IS NO SIGNIPI- 
CANT INDICATION OF OPPOSITION PREPAREDNESS TO UNDERTAKE ANY PORM OF 
DIALOG WITH SOMOZA, WHICH LEAVES THE PIELD OPEN TO NON-DEMOCRATIC 
PORCES. THE CHURCH IS NOT PRESENTLY PREPARED TO PUSH OR LEAD OPPOSI- 
TIONISTS TOWARD A DIALOG, BUT RECOGNIZES THAT IT WILL HAVE A ROLE 
TO PLAY AT SOME TIME IN THE PUTURE. END SUMMARY 

1 . AMB AND POLOPF MET WITH ARCHBISHOP OBANDO Y BRAVO ON JUNE 1 . 

OBANDO EXPRESSED HIS PREOCCUPATION WITH CONDITIONS IN NICARAGUA IN 
WHICH PURTHER VIOLENCE SEEMS INEVITABLE AND THE GON APPEARS TO BE 
MOVING TOWARDS GREATER REPRESSION OBANDO CITED THE RECENT INSTANCES 
OP THE GN MOVING SWIPTLY TO DISLODGE STUDENTS WHEN THEY HAD 
ATTEMPTED TO CLOSE SCHOOLS. OBANDO AGREED WITH AMB THAT THE TIME 
MAY HAVE PASSED WHEN MODERATE OPPOSITIONISTS HAD SOMOZA AT HIS 
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WEAKEST BARGAINING POSITION AND MOST PREPARED TO OPFER CONCESSIONS. 

HE SAID HE MAINTAINED CONTACT WITH OPPOSITION LEADERS AND EVEN 
THOUGH SOME OP THEM WERE NOT CONVINCED THEY WOULD EVENTUALLY HAVE TO 
ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY POR A POLITICAL INITIATIVE TO ATTEMPT TO OB- 
TAIN CONCESSIONS PROM THE GON, THERE WERE STILL THOSE WHO REMAINED 
INTRANSIGENT ON DEALING WITH SOMOZA. IN THIS CATEGORY, HE MENTIONED 
REYNALDO ANTONIO TEPEL, THE DIRECTOR OF A HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
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INSTITUTE (INPRHU), WHO HAS A BACKGROUND AS A SOCIAL CHRISTIAN 
AND EXERCISES AN IMPORTANT INELUENCE WITH UDEL LEADERS, BUT IS NOT 
PRESENTLY IDENTIEIED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY. 

2. OBANDO ACCEPTED THAT THE CHURCH WOULD HAVE A ROLE TO PLAY IN 
HELPING TO BRING TOGETHER THE CONTENDING POLITICAL EORCES BUT DID 
NOT APPEAR TO ACCEPT THAT IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO DO SO NOW. HE SAID 
THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT THERE WERE PEOPLE WHO HAD 
NO INTEREST IN A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE COUNTRY'S PROBLEMS, THAT 
SOME WERE ALREADY COMMITTED TO SUPPORT ESLN ACTIONS. OBANDO REPEATED 
EARLIER COMMENTS TO THE EFEECT THAT MANY POLITICAL LEADERS LOOKED 

TO THE US TO PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN RE-ESTABLISHING PEACE IN 
NICARAGUA. 

3. THE PAPAL NUNCIO, IN A MEETING WITH AMB AND POLOEF ON JUNE 6, 

EXPRESSED HIS PESSIMISM ABOUT THE LIKELIHOOD OE EURTHER VIOLENCE. 

HE SAID HE DID NOT EEEL, HOWEVER, THAT THE REVOLUTIONARIES HAD THE 
POTENTIAL TO OVERTHROW THE GON. THE NUNCIO COMMENTED THAT THE POPE'S 
MESSAGE TO THE NICARAGUAN BISHOPS (WHICH WILL NOT BE MADE PUBLIC 
UNTIL ALL OF THEM HAVE RETURNED TO NICARAGUA) INSTRUCTED THEM TO 
AVOID TAKING SIDES IN THE CURRENT POLITICAL CONERONTATION AND, ON 
THE POSITIVE SIDE, INSTRUCTED THEM TO PROMOTE PEACEEUL ACCOMMODA- 
TION. 

4. THE NUNCIO, WHO HAS THE REPUTATION OP BEING CONSERVATIVE AMONG 
SOME ELEMENTS OF THE CHURCH, REFERRED TO THE PROBLEM OF POLITICALLY 
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ACTIVE LEFTISTS WITHIN THE CHURCH. HE SAID HE KNOWS, AS A PACT, THAT 
THE GROUP OP 12 (WHICH INCLUDES TWO CATHOLIC PRIESTS) HAD RECEIVED 
THREE MILLION DOLLARS PROM VENEZUELA POR THE PURCHASE OP WEAPONS 
POR THE FSLN. HE SAID HE DID NOT THINK THE CASES OP FOREIGN PRIESTS 
DENIED ENTRY TO NICARAGUA REPRESENTED GON REPRESSION AGAINST THE 
CHURCH BUT, RATHER, RESULTED FROM QUESTIONABLE ACTIVITIES OP THE 
PRIESTS. HE SAID THE CHURCH HAD NO BASIS FOR PROTEST WHEN THE 
PRIESTS OPTED FOR POLITICAL ACTIVISM RATHER THAN CONPIRMING THEM- 
SELVES TO THE RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL CONCERN OF THE CHURCH. 

5. THE NUNCIO INDICATED HE WOULD CONSIDER WAYS IN WHICH HE COULD 
EURTHER PEACEEUL POLITICAL ACTION BY NICARAGUAN OPINION LEADERS. 
SOLAUN 
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